


Administration (480) 832-0200 
Fax (480) 832-2360 

Toll-Free 1-866-410-0114 
ventureoutgm@qwestoffice.net 

www.ventureoutrvresort.com 

 Venture Out at Mesa, Inc. 
 5001 E. Main St.  
                       Mesa, AZ 85205-8008                  “A 55+ Community” 

 
"Venture is an active  55+ Retirement Community where friendship, cooperation and volunteerism are highly 

valued 
and where residents are involve in diverse activities while keeping the park safe, secure, progressive, cost 
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October 1, 2010 
 
 
Dear VO Residents, 
 
Welcome back for another beautiful winter in the Arizona Desert! 
 
As you drove in to the park this year, you saw the first big improvements; the new entryway, gatehouse and 
the RV overnight spaces.  What a difference!  Residents have told me repeatedly that they love the new 
‘hands free’ system of entering the park.  The front entry is now quick and easy.  You no longer have to wait 
for a guard to acknowledge you, you just slide on through on the right hand side and the guards can 
concentrate on processing visitors and vendors in the park.    
 
 The new guest system is also quite easy.  List anyone and everyone you can think of that might visit you 
and they will be allowed in the park.  The guards simply pull up your name and address and check your 
guest list and then wave them on through.  This system will help us immensely in keeping out those fly by 
night contractors that show up.   It already has helped us catch many people who were coming in the back 
gate, who had cards that were given to them and were not residents.  This new system will enhance your 
security at VO and we hope you use it to the maximum.  Again, if you do not have a computer, just give us 
your information and we will update it for you. 
 
If a guest or vendor is coming in and you are not able to get to the computer to add them or do not have a 
computer, you can authorize them by calling 480 832 2006 and then using your pin number (that you were 
given before) you leave a voice message authorizing them.  When the guard pulls up your name and 
address, your voice authorization pops up on the screen and the guest/vendor is allowed in.   
 
Finally there is a ‘call box’ at the front gate that unannounced visitors can use to contact you.  This only 
works if  you have LOCAL phone, either a land line or a cell phone.  You then can push a button on your 
phone and this opens the gates.   As a rule most guests will be cleared by the guards, but if the guards are 
busy, they will direct an unauthorized visitor to turn around and call you on the call box, before being allowed 
in the park.  Since we can’t have long distance calls made on a line outside of the park we are limited to local 
calls only. 
 
We will schedule monthly sessions for Q & A on the gate system until everyone is up to speed on it and Jim 
Gibides our security chief, will be working nonstop daily to answer your questions and help you with it.  Also 
in this year’s resident  guide is a list of guidelines/rules/policys for the gate pass system.  Please review this 
as well.   
 
The guards want to thank the Lot Owners at VO for giving them a new building to work out of that is now cool 
in the summer and warm in the winter and the only water that rushes through it, is now in the bathroom!  
There were a lot of smiles up there when they moved in. 
 
The RV overnight spaces have long been booked solid for the January – March season.  We are now 
concentrating on filling the shoulder seasons.  Rental rates were increased so that the gross potential for 
these spaces is equal to the income received from the former 33 spaces.   Woodall’s, considered the bible of 
RV travel, quickly changed our rating to ‘Five Diamonds’ the best rating you can achieve. 
 
 



 

The west pool bathhouse is under construction and is projected to be opened by the first week of November.  This 

is a big job and involved completely gutting the bathrooms and tearing out the floor.  They then had to 

dig/excavate down six feet, install all new plumbing and tie into the existing lines.  A new water line also had to be 

brought into the building to satisfy new code requirements for water supply. 

 

Both of these projects came in well under expected costs and so we felt very lucky to get them done this past year 

and more than likely saved hundreds of thousands of dollars than if they had been built during a construction 

boom period.   

 

Unfortunately the Bocce/Tennis project came in over projected costs.  This was due to a series of design changes 

that were initiated by both the City and the architect after the vote for approval.  As we stated in the proposition Q 

& A, the project still required city approval.  “As with the water project, the proposition was worded as “not to 

exceed”   If bids do not come within this cost and city approvals are not met, the project would not proceed”.  

The Condo Board received this information during the summer and opted to table this project until they could 

come back and review the original projections and what caused the increases.  The increases were caused by a 

series of design changes that added to the project cost, including beefed up tennis fencing and light poles to 

withstand wind loads, an extensive underground drainage system required for the NE corner, moving an SRP 

transformer and a very extensive landscaping package that the City wanted both inside and outside the property .   

 

The Board will meet in October to review this project and decide what the next step will be.  They will be taking 

input from all residents.  It is a critical review, because so much of the long range plan, is dependent on being able 

to develop the NE corner.    In the meantime the funds were moved to two interest bearing accounts, pending the 

outcome of their decision. 

 

SRP was in for the greater part of the summer and changed out every transformer except for five that will be 

moved in October, during cooler weather, due to some housebound residents, who could not be moved during a 

power outage.  They did an excellent job and complaints were minimal.  We are still bound by the SRP agreement 

to clear the easements of anything that is a non permanent structure.  Bushes, trees, hedges that exceed 12 inches 

in height are to be removed.  Many of you did this before you left and it was greatly appreciated.  SRP even wrote 

a thank you letter, maybe a first in Venture Out’s history for this effort! We still have until 12/31/10 to get these 

easements cleared and then SRP will be contacting anyone who still has items in the easement.  Homes will not be 

required to be moved for thirty years, unless a major building permit is requested.  See Rick Schwab our 

architectural inspector if you have any questions about this.  

 

SRP is now locating survey pins to the rear of each lot that will mark the utility easement.  While the pins are 

marked “center of Easement” the pins are also being placed periodically to mark the sides of the easement, so that 

it is clear the extent of the width of the easement. Too often they are finding that concrete slabs have been poured 

in the easement.  We are going to drill through these concrete pads and then place the pin through the concrete.   

The pin has a major barb on the end, and cannot be removed.    If you have a patio that has a pin placed in it, 

please come and see Rick Schwab for information on what your next step should be, to help clear this easement. 

 

As always, a series of other smaller projects were done during the summer.  The Shuffleboard courts were 

completely resurfaced by a vendor who meticulously took the entire summer to do the job.  He was supervised 

very carefully by one of our resident Shuffleboard club members and Board member (Robert Hayes), who felt he 

did an excellent job on the boards.   The original pickle Ball courts were repainted for the first time since they were 



installed, (ten years ago).  The recreation and tennis storage buildings were completed.  All fencing in the NE 

corner was repainted. New carpet was installed in the Electronics club’s main classroom.  New carpet treads were 

installed on the lobby steps at the center. Tennis courts 1 & 2 were resurfaced.  The trim at all the hobby buildings 

were painted.  The flag pole was painted, road repairs made and palm trees were trimmed and skinned as usual.  

All buildings were cleaned and checked for any routine maintenance items. 

 

One of our last big projects will actually take place this fall.  All new light fixture heads have been ordered for the  

small street lights.  The Handymen along with staff and any other willing volunteers are going to move through the 

park, paint the old poles and then attach a new light fixture head.  These new lights can have up to a 100 watt bulb 

and so they can be much brighter than what we have now.  We expect this project will take most of the winter 

season, as we want our volunteers to have some kind of a holiday this year.  These light fixtures were purchased 

with reserve funds. 

 

With the big reserve items we were doing this summer we specifically did NOT do any seal coating in the park this 

summer.  I really notice this as I drive around, because it has worn off in many areas.  We will be doing this again 

this following summer and we are testing a new seal coat at the front entry to see if it will be more durable and 

not track any black dust.  So far it seems to be working well, as I can see that the white painted stripes are not 

being obliterated by traffic,(which tells me it is wearing much better).  If this is a better product, then we will 

resume the seal coating next summer and hopefully, the black dust problems will be minimal.  

 

 I want to thank the lot owners for doing an exemplary job on your lot preparation this past season.  In spite of a 

lot of rain, we only had an outcropping of weeds towards the end of the summer and most of that was in planters 

and beds, where you were unlikely to spray.  What a difference this made in the appearance of the park and the 

work load for staff!  It was greatly appreciated.  Please keep this up! 

 

Bill Robinson, our resident horticulturalist inspected over 500 citrus trees last year.  He’s made some observations 

that are also in this guide that are interesting reading.  We have also packaged all of his articles on the care of 

citrus for you to pick up as a handy guide. Thanks to Bill for putting so much effort into the park. 

 

Finally, in closing, this year we are working on a brand new web site that is user friendly.  We are also going to be 

asking residents for submittals of photos that they think are good and could be included in our photo galleries of 

the park.  We are particularly seeking sunrises and sunsets as it’s impossible to schedule a photographer to capture 

those moments.  We’ve already gotten several that are outstanding.   

 

Welcome back to Venture Out, have fun and we will see you through the course of the year! 

 

Mary L. Schmit 

General Manager 

Venture Out at Mesa Inc. 

 

 

 

 



RULES AND REGULATIONS 
FOR ALL RESIDENTS, GUESTS & THE RV OVERNIGHT AREA 

2010 – 2011 
Mission Statement - “Venture Out is an active 55 + retirement community where friendship, cooperation and 
volunteerism are highly valued and where residents are involved in diverse activities while keeping the park safe, secure, 
progressive, cost efficient, and responsive to changing needs.” 
 
The lot owners and management have a great deal of pride in the resort's operations and environment.  To ensure 
that you have the most pleasant visit possible, the rules and regulations which follow have been established: 
 
  1) All occupants and guests must check in and register with the Administration Office.  You will receive a 

vehicle pass or parking sticker, name badges, map of the resort and other data pertinent to your visit. There 
will be a partially refundable deposit for the name badges when returned. 

 
  2) Venture Out identification badges are required to be worn at all times while in the resort. Annual decals are 

required on all name badges.  This is important for emergency and security purposes and use of the 
facilities.  

 
  3) Display your vehicle pass at all times. Security will allow you to enter the resort subject to this 

identification. Annual parking stickers will be issued to all lot owners and long-term renters. 
 
  4) Observe the resort speed limit--10 miles per hour.  Please observe all traffic signs. 
 
  5) Renters and guests may park one transportation vehicle per space.  Parking of any motorized vehicle with a 

combustion engine under any awning or within any accessory structure is prohibited. 
 
  6) All trailers must be parked so that the front of the trailer is even with the front of the patio or overnight 

space.  Camper shells may not be removed from the bed of a pickup truck. 
 
  7) Use a rubber collar on the sewer connection as required by Arizona law.  Do not leave the sewer line open 

when vacating the site. 
 
  8) Antennae attached to the recreational vehicle are allowed. 
 
  9) Propane tanks, including portable barbecues, are not to be stored in any structure.  Valves should be securely 

closed except when in use. (Additional rules pertaining to propane tanks are in the Rules and Regulations of 
the Governing Documents.) 

 
10) Keep your lot neat and orderly at all times with no storage of personal property outside, on the patio or 

under your vehicle.  No lines are allowed outside for hanging clothes. 
 
11) Garbage and recycling are removed three times per week from November through April and two times per 

week from May through October. All garbage must be sacked and placed in the underground containers 
provided.  Residents in the overnight area will deposit their trash in the dumpster located there. 

 
12) Use the laundry, bathhouse, pools and other recreation areas as if they are your own; leave them neat and 

clean for the next resident. 
 
 



13) Please do not wash, repair or overhaul cars, boats or recreational vehicle on your lot. An RV washing 
facility is located in the southeast corner of the resort.  A washing facility for cars and trucks is located in 
the southwest corner of the resort.  Maintenance of vehicle batteries is permitted in the southeast wash bay 
area only. 

 
14) Please observe quiet time--9:00 p.m. to 8:00 a.m. on weekdays and 10:00 p.m. to 8:00 a.m. on weekends. 
 
15) No pets are allowed in the overnight area. 
 
16) Please lock up your bicycles at all times when not in use. 
 
17) Children under 18 years of age are not permitted to live in the resort.  If children visit, they must be checked 

in through the Administration Office where children two years of age and older are required to obtain a 
badge.  Children under 16 years of age must be accompanied by an adult at all times within the confines of 
the resort. 

 
18) Renters may not sub-lease or sub-rent lots without written direction and/or written permission by the resort 

lot owner filed with the Administration Office prior to such sub-leasing and/or sub-renting.  Overnight 
spaces are not transferable. 

 
19) Door-to-door solicitation is strictly prohibited. 
 
20) Please report to the Administration Office any resort facilities or equipment not in working order.  Any other 

problems or disturbances should be reported to Security. 
 
21) Smoking is permitted only in designated areas.  
 
22) Building permits are required for all additions or alterations made to a lot or unit.  This includes landscaping, 
 as blue staking may be required for underground wires and cables.   See Architectural Inspector Rick 
Schwab  in the Administration Office for your permit. An Architectural Guideline is also available in his 
office. 

 
MAIL 

All mail is received at the post office.  Renters in the overnight area where a post office box is not provided may 
obtain their mail through the Administration Office.  Please advise friends and family of your space number and 
correct mailing address. See format below: 

YOUR NAME 
5001 E. MAIN ST # 1800 
MESA, AZ 85205 

 
IMPORTANT VO PHONE NUMBERS 

Administration................................. (480)  832-0200 
Security............................................ (480)  832-6080 
Recreation........................................ (480)  832-9000 
Sales/Rental Office.......................... (480)  832-0200 
Toll Free..........................................  (866)  410-0114 
Mesa Emergency………………..…        9-1-1 
RV Hosts…………………….……. (306) 577-2101 

 



VENTURE OUT CONDO BOARD
MEETING SCHEDULE

2010 - 2011
Revised 4-1-10

2010
DATE TIME EVENT LOCATION

Oct. 14 Thurs 9:00 a.m. Tentative Work Session Oasis
Oct. 21 Thurs 9:00 a.m. Board Meeting/Planning Session Oasis
Oct. 28 Thurs 9:00 a.m. Tentative Work Session Oasis
Nov. 4  Thurs 9:00 a.m. Board Meeting/Planning Session Oasis
Nov. 11 Thurs 9:00 a.m. Tentative Work Session Oasis
Nov. 15 Thurs 9:00 a.m. Condo/Social Work Session Oasis
Nov. 16  Tues. 7:00 p.m. Town Hall Meeting Ballroom
Nov. 18  Thurs 9:00 a.m. Board Meeting/Planning Session Oasis
Dec. 2  Thurs. 9:00 a.m. Board Meeting/Planning Session Oasis
Dec. 9 Thurs. 9:00 a.m. Tentative Work Session Oasis
Dec 14 Tues. 7:00 p.m. Town Hall Meeting Ballroom
Dec. 16 Thurs 9:00 a.m. Board Meeting/Planning Session Oasis
Dec. 23  Thurs. 9:00 a.m. Tentative Work Session Oasis
Dec. 30 Thurs. 9:00 a.m. Tentative Work Session Oasis

2011
DATE TIME EVENT LOCATION

Jan. 6  Thurs. 9:00 a.m Board Meeting/Planning Session Oasis
Jan. 11  Tues. 7:00 p.m. Town Hall Meeting Ballroom
Jan. 13  Thurs. 9:00 a.m. Tenative Work Session Oasis
Jan. 18 Tues. 7:00 p.m. Meet the Candidates Ballroom
Jan. 20  Thurs. 9:00 a.m. Board Meeting/Planning Session Oasis
Jan. 27 Thurs. 9:00 a.m. Tenative Work Session Oasis
Feb.  3  Thurs 9:00 a.m. Board Meeting/Planning Session Oasis
Feb.  10  Tues. 7:00 p.m. Tenative Work Session Oasis
Feb . 14  Mon. 12:00 noon In and Out Luncheon Oasis
Feb.  16  Wed. 1:00 p.m. Annual Meeting Election Ballroom
Feb.  18 Fri. 9:00 a.m. Board Organizational Oasis
Feb. 22  Tues 9:00 a.m. Board Orientation (Walk-Thru Depts) Oasis
Feb.  24  Tues 9:00 a.m. Board Meeting/Planning Session Oasis
Feb. 28 -Mar. 4 9:00  - noon Budget Meetings Oasis
Mar. 10 Thurs 9:00 a.m. Board Meeting/Planning Session Oasis
Mar. 17 Thurs 9:00 a.m. Tenative Work Session Oasis
Mar. 24  Thurs 9:00 a.m. Last Board Meeting of the Season Oasis
Mar. 29   Tues 2:00 p.m. Condo/Social Get Together Desert Terrace

(Planning sessions are to set the agenda)



VENTURE OUT SOCIAL BOARD
MEETING SCHEDULE

2010 - 2011

2010
DATE TIME EVENT LOCATION

Nov   1  Mon 9:00 a.m. Executive Officers Meeting Activity Office

Nov   2   Tues 1:30 p.m. Board Meeting & Workshop Oasis

Nov  12  Fri 9:30 a.m. Presidents and Treasurers Mtg Oasis

Nov   15 Mon 9:00 a.m. Condo/Social Work Session Oasis

Nov  23 Tues 1:30 p.m. Board Meeting & Workshop Oasis

Dec   07  Tues 1:30 p.m. Board Meeting & Workshop Oasis

2011

Jan    4  Tues 1:30 p.m. Board Meeting & Workshop Oasis

Jan   14 Fri 9:30 a.m. Presidents and Treasurers Mtg Oasis
Jan 15  Sat
Jan  18   Tues 1:30 p.m. Board Meeting & Workshop Oasis

Feb   1  Tues 1:30 p.m. Board Meeting & Workshop Oasis

Feb  11  Fri

Feb  15 Tues 1:30 p.m. Board Meeting & Workshop Oasis

Feb  22 Tues 8:30 - 11:30 a.m. Budget Meetings Classroom

Feb 24 Thurs 1:30 - 4:00 p.m. Budget Meetings Classroom
Mar    1 Tues 8:30 - 11:30 a.m. Budget Meetings Classroom

Mar    1 Tues 1:45 p.m. Meet and Greet the Candidates Baja Bistro
Mar     3   Thurs 1:30 - 4:00 p.m. Budget Meeting Classroom

Mar   4  Fri 1:30 - 4:00 p.m. Budget Meeting Classroom

Mar   8  Tues 1:30 p.m. Budget Board Approval Meeting Oasis

Mar   15 Tues Noon & 2:00 p.m.
Social Club Annual Mtg & Election  
Organizational Mtg to Follow

Ballroom

Mar  18   Fri 8:30 a.m. Board Orientation Oasis
Mar 21 Mon 12:00 noon In and Out Luncheon Oasis
Mar 22 Tues 1:30 p.m. Board Meeting & Workshop Oasis
Mar  29  Tues 2:00 p.m. Condo/Social Get Together Desert Terrace

Transmittals due for summer work

Budget Due to Liaisons



 
RECREATION NEWS 

 

Your Recreation Department is “a churning and a burning” with all sorts of plans for the 2010-2011 season!  Our goal is 
to keep you so busy you won’t have time to experience anything but “good vibrations.” Just take a peak and see what’s in 
store for you. 
 

Costumes will be all the rage for this year’s “Wild Thang” Halloween Party. Be it crazy, wacky, scary or sexy. It’s all in 
the interpretation. However you see it, we’re going to have a boo-tee-ful evening complete with dinner, music and “wild” 
times.  Mark your calendar for October 29 and start planning your costume today. 
 

“Back Home Again in 2010” is the theme for this year’s Homecoming celebration slated for November 20. We’re asking 
everyone to wear a shirt depicting his or her home state as part of the festivities. You’ve got time to scour the flea 
markets in search of that perfect T-shirt. 
 

Residents, Richard and Mary Jo Peterson, have graciously offered to cook and serve a free breakfast to all Venture Out’s 
veterans on Veterans’ Day. Any guess what will be served? You got it... S.O.S! A real military breakfast guaranteed to 
warm the heart and bring back memories. 
 

Aloooooha! The Shuffleboard Club is sponsoring their famous Luau again this year and would like you to include that 
flowered shirt and Mumu when packing for your return to Venture Out. The Rock and Gem Club is sponsoring a Gospel 
Concert on February 16 and we are fortunate to book the well known Southern Gospel group “The Knox Brothers” (No 
relation what-so-ever to the Branson Brothers). Karaoke Don will host a Venture Out Senior Idol competition with the 
winner and runner up to compete against others from various resorts at the Broadway Palms for the prestigious title of 
“Arizona Senior Idol.” You know Venture out does offer voice lessons… la la la laaaaa! 
 

Back by popular demand, the Sewing Club and the Ceramics, Creative Clay & Pottery Club are currently compiling 
recipes for a new and unique cookbook available for purchase during the 2011-2012 season. They would like you to 
submit your favorite recipes in the following categories:  Crockpot Cooking, Unique & Easy, RV Cooking, Gluten-
Free, Diabetic, Low Sodium, Salads, Ethnic, Fish, Grilling, Veggies, Hors d’œuvres and Potluck Ideas. The club 
plans to publish a minimum of 350 recipes so get out your favorite cookbook and email your recipes to Laura Yale at 
vocookbook@gmail.com  or drop off to the Activity Office. Be sure to include your name and Venture Out street address.   
 

The Ceramics Club had such a success with their first-time “Flashback Fever” they are going to do it again and ask that 
you dig out your polyester leisure suit and favorite bell-bottom jeans for this fun-filled event. Hmmmmm… I know I have 
a pair of bell bottoms somewhere in my closet. Do you think I can lose enough weight to get into a size 3 by March 16?  I 
know, I know, I can be quite humorous at times. 
 

Those residents who are knitters are once again asked to make purses to be sold during the Salvation Army Christmas 
Angel drive. Last year $1,000 was raised and donated to the program through this purse sale. How impressive is that? So, 
drop off your completed purses to the Activity Office no later than November 23. 
 

It’s also time we published another photo directory as our latest yearbook is dated 2005. It’s about time for a new one, 
wouldn’t you agree? Photo sessions will take place at various times during the season with opportunities to purchase 
individual photos. The directory will be printed next summer and available by the 2012 Homecoming celebration. 
 

This season’s Concert Series & Special Performances have been scheduled. We are excited and confidant this will be the 
best of seasons for our Monday night entertainment. This year, if you buy the complete package which includes reserved 
seats for all six concert series performances and the same reserved seats for the two special performances you will save up 
to $30.00 per person as opposed to buying each show separately. A listing of the shows, a seating diagram and reservation 
form are available from the Activity Office and our website www.ventureoutrvresort.com. 
 

I hope you have a phenomenal season! As always, your staff from the Venture Out Recreation Department is here to make 
your stay at the finest resort in the Valley a memorable one! 
 
Teresa Beally, 
Activity Director 



ENTERTAINMENT Croquet Needlecrafts Whist
60s & 70s Parties Desert Walkers Oil Painting
Block Parties Electronics/Computer Pencil Drawing
Carnivals Golf Pottery PHYSICAL

Casino Night Green Committee Sand Stone Carving 5K Walks
Casino Trips Ham Radio Sewing Aerobics
Choral Concerts Handymen Silversmith Ballroom Dancing
Concert Series Hiking Stained Glass Batting Cage
Craft & Flea Markets Horseshoes Voice Lessons Biking
Dances Investment Group Water Color Bowling
Dinner Shows Lawn Bowling Weight Watchers Croquet
Fashion Shows Library Woodworking Desert Walking
Holiday Parties Mobile Nobles/Shriners Driving Range
Homecoming Motorcycle EDUCATIONAL Exercise Classes
Ice Cream Socials Multi-Media Blood Donor Drive Exercise Facility
Karaoke Order of Eastern Star Blood Pressure Clinics Golf
Lectures and Seminars Paddle Tennis Book Reviews Hiking
Newcomer’s Orientation Pet Owners Computer Instruction Horseshoes
Outdoor BBQs Pickle Ball Creative Writing Lawn Bowling
Outdoor Concerts Pool/Billiards Current Affairs Dancing - Country Western, 
Parades Rock & Gem Driver Safety    Line, Square
Piano Recitals Scandinavian Club Geman-Spanish Paddle Tennis
Planned Trips & Tours Sewing Green Team Personal Training
Pool Parties Shuffleboard Health Programs Pickle Ball
Potluck Dinners Silversmith Investment Seminars Pilates
Saturday Breakfasts Softball Library Programs Putting Green
Sock Hop Solos/Singles Social Issues Shuffleboard
Solos Dances & Events Stained Glass Support Groups Softball
Song Fests Table Tennis Sports Challenge
Special Stage Performance Tennis CARDS & TABLE GAMES Swimming Instruction
State “Get-Togethers” Theatrical 31 - 65 - 500 Table Tennis
Street Dances Veterans Group Backgammon Tai Chi
Sunday Morning Gabfest Water Volleyball Bingo Tennis
Super Bowl Party Woodcarvers Cribbage Water Exercise
Talent Shows Woodshop Darts Water Volleyball
Theatrical Outings Dominoes Wii Sports
Theatrical Presentations GENERAL CRAFTS Duplicate Bridge Yoga
Theme Parties & CLASSES Euchre Zumba
Theme Week Bead Work Mah Jong
Travelogues Bird Watching Pan SPIRITUAL

Weenie Roasts Ceramics Pinochle Sunday Worship Service
Cooking Poker (Men & Women)   (Non-Denominational)

CLUBS & ORGANIZATIONS                   Dance Lessons Puzzles Bible Studies
10-Pin Bowling Decorative Art Scrabble Caroling
Audio-Visual Handcrafts Snooker Christian Concerts
Band Kachina Dolls Social Bridge Church Committee
Bocce Ball Keyboard Spades Friendship Bible Coffees
Ceramics/Creative Clay Lapidary Texas Hold ‘em
Choir Ming Trees Uno ONGOING ACTIVITIES

Creative Writing Modern Crafts Wii Bowling 2010-2011 Season



POLICIES AND PROCEEDURES FOR THE NEW GATE/DECAL SYSTEM 

 

 

DECALS 

 

Gate decals will be issued to lot owners/residents who provide name badges and a motor vehicle that 

they own/lease.    Decals will only be placed on vehicles for VO owners/residents or authorized 

personnel/employees in the park.  Decals will not be issued to non residents, guests of residents, family 

of residents, caregivers, vendors, etc.   

 

Following current policy and procedures, a decal will be issued to one motor vehicle for each authorized 

drive way per lot.  Example, one car lots receive one car decal.    A decal will be issued for any motor 

vehicle that has a current rental storage space.  A decal, just like name badges, will be lot specific and 

issued for that lot only.    At management discretion, a decal for a Motorcycle can be issued, which may 

be parked in addition to a car on a one car lot.   Golf carts must be street legal to obtain a decal. 

 

Decals have a ‘life’ span of two to three years depending on weather conditions and how it is treated. 

When a decal starts to malfunction, it will be replaced at no cost to the owner, at management 

discretion, by returning to VO Security and having a new decal assigned and activated.  VO will also 

periodically replace all decals to prevent malfunctions due to age and wear.  At this time we are 

projecting to replace the decals every two years. 

 

Any decals that are tampered with will be immediately deactivated. Any misuse of a decal or attempt to 

let others use the decal will result in gate privileges being revoked.  Lot owners who sell a motor vehicle 

should remove the decal from the auto and bring it to the office for the reissuance of a new decal.  If 

you are not able to do this or forget, immediately call VO Security to have the decal deactivated so that 

non residents may not access VO. 

 

Renters may purchase a decal for gate access for $10.00 non refundable.  Renter’s decals will be 

activated for their rental period only.  A renter, who occupies each season, can keep the decal and have 

it activated each season when they return unless of course we are changing decals that year.   

 

Owner’s that rent their units will have their decal deactivated during the rental period.  Owners may still 

gain access to the property through the visitor’s gate in order to check on their property.  Once the 

renter has vacated, the lot owner should call VO security and ask that their decal be re‐activated. 

 

Upon sale or transfer of ownership of a unit, any decal assigned to that specific lot will be immediately 

deactivated.  If lot owners/residents transfer or move to a new lot, immediately see VO Security to have 

the decal properly transferred to the new lot to avoid interruption of service. 

 

 



Owners of multiple vehicles may get additional decals for $10 non refundable for each additional car, 

HOWEVER, activated decals will be limited to the number of legal parking spaces per lot.  Due to VO’s 

limited parking, lot owners/residents may not have more vehicles on premises than they have 

authorized spaces for. 

 

 

New Gate/Entry procedures 

 

When first returning to Venture Out, lot owners will need to enter through the visitor’s side, receive a 

temporary pass from  Security which will be valid until the next business day.  At that time lot 

owners/residents will check in with Administration as normal, obtain their badges and have their car 

decal assigned and activated.      

 

The decal system is totally hands free.  Gates will be activated as drivers slowly proceed past the newly 

installed readers.  The same system is installed on the Broadway gate.  Do not crowd the reader or the 

arm.  Note the yellow lines painted on the pavement and drive to the right of the yellow lines. 

 

The Broadway gate now has a drop arm installed on the exit side.  It will no longer be necessary to wait 

for the gate to close behind you before pulling out on to Broadway.  We do ask, however, that you look 

around before exiting to make certain that no one is standing at the Broadway gate trying to gain access 

through the open gate.    

 

The Broadway gate now has the same camera system that the front gate has and VO Security is able to 

view the traffic at the Broadway gate in real time as well as review past events.  If you notice any odd 

activity at the back gate, notify VO Security immediately and between the cameras and the decal 

system, we should be able to remedy any problems. 

 

During peak hours, the Main Street gates will be open and only the drop arms will be in operation.  The 

gates will be closed in general after 8:00 P.M.  each evening.  Pedestrian gates will be locked at the same 

time.  If you are biking or walking out of the park and re‐entering after the gate has been shut, you will 

contact security using the call box located outside the gate. Identify yourself and they will let you in.  

Badges and Identification MUST be shown to gain access so remember to take these with you if you 

leave the park without your motor vehicle.  During special events at the Community Center, the front 

gate may be open later at night to allow easier access for visitors.  Vehicles with decals will be able to 

access 24/7 in and out of the Main Street gates.  The Broadway gate will continue to be locked at 8:00 

P.M. each evening. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Visitors/Vendors 

 

The new system is very similar to procedures at Leisure World.  All visitors and vendors must be 

authorized to gain entrance.   All lot owners will be able to access a web site and manage their guest list 

themselves, adding and subtracting visitors/vendors as you choose.  You can also use a voice 

authorization system.  When you dial 480 832 2006, you will be prompted to use your pin number you 

received and then leave your voice message.  When your newly authorized visitor arrives, the guard will 

type in your name and address and your voice will pop up on the computer authorizing your visitor.   

Residents can choose to manage their own guest list on line or bring a list of authorized visitors to the 

Administration Office and staff will enter those names for you.  There is no limit on the number of 

guests that you may authorize and we recommend to make things very easy, that you simply list anyone 

that you can think of, who might wish to visit you. 

 

The call box is located at the front of the gate. This is for local calls only as it is not viable to have a 

phone that can dial long distance outside of the gate.  If a guest or vendor arrives that you have not 

authorized or is not on your guest list, they will be instructed to turn around and phone you via the call 

box to gain access.  If you have a local phone or a local cell phone, you will be able to activate and open 

the front VISITORS gate by using your phone and your personal “pin number”.  If you use an out of state 

cell phone, it will not operate the front gate.  When the gate opens it will signal to the guard that you 

have given the visitor access.  No one will be given access to VO without your prior approval or being 

able to reach you successfully to authorize their entry.   

 

When exiting or entering, approach the gates slowly allowing adequate time for the arms and gates to 

open. Don’t crowd the arms; they are very expensive.  Wait for the gate to open fully and then proceed 

out.  During peak periods only, the drop arm will be operating so that traffic can flow steadily out the 

gate. 

 

During the season, we will hold several training sessions on the gates that Jim Gibides will conduct.  He 

will be available at all times to answer your questions and speed you through this process.    

 

Most residents have told us that they love this new hands free system and we are sure you are going to 

appreciate the additional security it brings with it.  After just a few weeks of operation, we can say 

things have been going very smoothly and we appreciate everyone’s help in keeping your guest lists and 

emergency contact information current. 

 

 

Mary L. Schmit/ General Manager      Jim Gibides/Security Chief 

 

 

  



WEB SITE/E-MAIL INFORMATION 
 
At this time over 850 residents have signed up for almost instant notification of news, weather 
events, or activities at Venture Out via “Fast Mail.” If you are not currently on the VO list, write 
to: ventureoutadmin@fastmail.fm and you will be added to this list. This is not an interactive 
 e-mail; messages are only sent from this site.  We do not overuse the Fast Mail messaging 
system and only use it for important announcements.  
 
 If you wish to have direct communication with anyone at Venture Out, refer to the Venture Out 
web site www.ventureoutrvresort.com where the e-mail addresses of all the Condo and Social 
Board members, as well as the administrative staff, are available.  Administration e-mails 
changed slightly this year and all Administrative e-mails must be sent to the staff member 
@qwestoffice.net.   You might have the old address in your e-mail address book, so please 
check that or your messages will not reach us. 
 
The web site as before, helps you to directly access news; there is also a link to the Real Estate 
Sales division.  The Bulletin Board, where residents post their private sales or rental information, 
is purged every 30 days so that the notices are current.  Residents can also use the “Garage Sale” 
site called “Treasures and Trash” to get rid of unwanted items. 
 
Many standard forms that are used by the residents are also available to down load via the web 
site, allowing you to print them out in the comfort of your home and mail in to the office. We 
continue to improve the Venture Out web site, making it a more useful tool for Venture Out Lot 
Owners and their guests.  
 

Computer Access/High Speed Internet 
 
Venture Out residents have many options for the internet. Residents can join the Electronics club 
for a nominal fee each season.  A free high speed wireless connection is available at the 
Community Center and now also in the annex building. Connections were improved this past 
summer and residents should be able to sit just about anywhere in the Center and get a good 
signal.  In addition, there is a free connection in the Administration office lobby. 
 
Residents may choose to subscribe to a dial-up connection at home through Qwest.  High speed 
connections now are available both through DISH TV at a very affordable price or you can pay 
to get the fastest speed possible with many levels of speed using Qwest’s high speed fiber optic.  
The RV overnight residents can also subscribe through DISH TV to get their internet service.  
With all these options available, Venture Out has to be one of the most “wired” communities in 
the Valley. 
 



  
     Pictured are: Rick Carson (Agent), Chuck Carson (Designated Broker), Wayne Strause (Assoc. Broker) 
 

“Thank You” to everyone for embracing us as your Premier Real Estate Sales and Property 
Management Company located inside Venture Out at Mesa! 

It has been such a pleasure meeting everyone at V/O and we hope to continue our 
relationship with the community for years to come… Remember we are here for you when you 

need us… Once again “Thank‐You to All!”   

                                                                                                            
 

EMERGENCY CONTACT NUMBERS 
  

Mesa Fire Department ‐ Emergency  911 

Non‐Emergency  480 644‐2101 

Mesa Police ‐ Emergency  911 

Non‐Emergency  480 644‐2211 

Banner Baywood Hospital  480 321‐2000 

Banner Gateway Hospital  480 543‐2690 

Electric ‐SRP    (Salt River Project)  602 236‐8888 

Southwest Gas Company ‐ Emergency  1‐800‐528‐4277 

Qwest Telephone Repair Service  1‐800‐573‐1311 

Dish Network Repair Service  1‐800‐454‐0843 

Dish VO Repair ‐Martin  480 248‐0955 

Dish VO Repair ‐ Allen  480 234‐7477 

Dish VO Repair ‐ Nick  602 723‐8293 

Dish Installation Manager Justin Dawson  480 606‐2665 

justin.dawson@dishnetwork.com     

VO Security Gatehouse  480 832‐6080 

VO Security Cell Phone  480 220‐6875 

*NEW* VO Security Voice Authorization  480 832‐2006 

VO Administration  480 832‐0200 

VO Activity Office  480 832‐9000 

 

     5001 E. Main St.                        
                   Mesa, AZ 85205                         
 
     DIRECT PHONE: (480)‐832‐1016           
         TOLL FREE: 1‐866‐410‐0114              
    
           FIND US ON THE WEB AT:                
       www.ventureoutrvresort.com 
                             OR 
          www.move2azhomes.com 
 



VENTURE OUT ADMINISTRATIVE FEE SCHEDULE 
 

TRANSFER FEE – The resale of property is in the amount of $200. 
DISCLOSURE FEE – The disclosure fee for resale of property is in the amount of $100. 
NAME BADGES – A $10 plus tax, badge deposit is required and $5 plus tax refunded on 
 return of the badges. 
THIRD PARTY RENTAL FEE - $25 is due for each agreement, payable by owner.  Any 
 subsequent rental of the same property requires an additional $25 fee. If badges or 
 agreements are not complete or owner needs to be contacted, an additional $25 is 
 assessed.        
OVERNIGHT RV FEES – October – April    Pull Through      Back In      
 Daily  $50 -55  Weekly  $320 – 350           Monthly  $800 -850      
 Contact the Administration office for reservations and off season prices. 
STORAGE RATES – Contact the Administration Office for information. 
DUMPSTER FEES – Dumpster fees are as follows:  Shed tear down and rebuild $75; 
 Patio enclosure renovation or tear down $150; Patio enclosure new build $75; 
 Park Model tear down for rebuild $300; Park Model interior renovation, $100; 
 Asphalt or driveway or landscaping rock removal, $150. Fees are to be paid upon 
 application of an architectural permit or receipt of permit from City of Mesa, if 
 required. 
GUEST FEES – $2.00 a night per person. 
 
 
 
 

IMPORTANT CHANGES MADE BY THE CONDO BOARD OF DIRECTORS, 
OR BY AMENDMENT, DURING THE PAST SEASON 

 
The annual voting was changed to absentee ballots only.  There will be no voting on the 
day of the Annual Meeting. 
 
Dumpster fees were amended to include landscaping rock removal at a cost of $150. 
 
A semi-permanent shade cover on a raised deck was added to the Rules. See Page 54 of 
the CC&Rs. 
 
The no parking curb line was changed from yellow to red to coincide with the City of 
Mesa. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RULES & GUIDELINES FOR PET OWNERS OF VENTURE OUT 
 
 

All pets, dogs and cats, remaining in Venture Out longer than the day of entry must be registered 
at the Activity Office upon arrival in the resort.  There is an annual registration fee for each pet. 
Each pet will receive a numbered tag which must be worn on the collar or harness at all times. 
A Current Certificate of Rabies Vaccination is required, as per Arizona law, before you will 
receive your pet tag. 
 
FEES for tags are:  

Up to 1 month……$ 5.00 
Over 1 month……$10.00 

 
The registration fee and process covers two important areas, ensuring protection of our pets from 
rabies and aiding identification of lost or stolen pets. There may be a fine if your pet is not 
registered within one week of your arrival in the resort. 
 
Day visitors’ pets (unless registered as above) must remain on the premises they are visiting.   
 
Registered pets are not allowed on the common areas of the resort other than the Pet Walk and 
surface streets. Registered pets may be walked on a leash  around the resort, but may not be 
permitted in recreation areas including the Community Center or grounds around it, Oasis 
building or surrounding grounds, swimming pool areas, hobby shops, putting green, driving 
cages, shuffleboard, tennis, bocce ball, paddle tennis, horseshoe or lawn bowling areas, the 
flagpole area and the Administration building and adjacent ground.  
 
REMEMBER to be sensitive to our neighbors’ feelings and property where our pets are 
concerned.  If your pet defecates, it is your responsibility to clean up after your pet 
immediately. 
 
THE PET WALK AREA HAS A FEW RULES OF ITS OWN: 
 
1. Enter the walk only on the south side near the Broadway gate. 
2. Leashes are required except in the enclosed area.  Your pet must be under control at all 

times. 
3. Clean up after your pet.  Scoops and bags are available with garbage cans at intervals along 

the path.  Feces are not to be buried anywhere in the resort. 
4. Keep your pet in view at all times so you can clean up when necessary. 
5. Keep the gates closed in the enclosed part of the Pet Walk. 
6. Be quiet when using the pet walk especially before 8:00 a.m. and after 9:00 p.m.  Open 

and close the gate carefully and quietly, avoid loud conversations, watch your pet so you do 
not have to call it. 

7. Pets which exhibit aggressive behavior or continually bark or howl will not be allowed 
to remain in Venture Out. 

8. INFRACTIONS OF THE RULES MAY RESULT IN A TICKET AND/OR FINE. 
 
PLEASE REGISTER YOUR PETS AT THE ACTIVITY OFFICE TODAY. 



   
 
 
  



 

 

SWIMMING POOL RULES 

 
 No lifeguard is on duty. Users of the pool facilities do so at their own risk. Use of the pools by a single 

individual when no other residents are present is discouraged. 
  

 Badges must be available to be shown upon request when using swimming pools or other facilities 
within the pool enclosure.  

 
 All individuals must shower before entering the pools or hot tubs. If suntan oil/lotion or sun screen has 

been used, it must be thoroughly removed using soap.  
 

 Pool hours for persons under sixteen (16), or for various activities, are subject to change without 
advance notice. These pool hours are scheduled by the Manager or the Activity Director and will be 
posted at each pool entrance and/or listed in the Venture Out-Lines weekly schedule.  

 
 No balls, snorkels or swim fins are allowed in the pool except as part of an approved, organized activity. 

Swim aids and toys are permitted during children’s scheduled times. 
  

 Food, chewing gum and drinks are prohibited within ten feet (10’) of the pools or hot tubs. Smoking is 
prohibited within the confines of the fences surrounding the swimming facilities.  

 
 Glass (excluding eye wear), ceramics and other breakable items are prohibited within the fenced area.  

 
 No running, pushing, horseplay or irresponsible behavior is allowed in the pool area. 

  
 No person under sixteen (16) may enter any pool or hot tub unless accompanied by a responsible adult.  

 
 Infants not toilet trained are not permitted in the swimming pools or hot tubs.  

 
 No cutoffs or clothing other than normal swimming attire shall be worn while in the pools or hot tubs.  

 
 Jumping or diving into the pools is prohibited. Smoking is permitted in designated areas only.   No 

smoking shall be permitted in any of the buildings of the Common Elements or at any organized 
activities held on the Common Elements.  
 

 
******************************************************* 

 
During open swim hours the pool is open to all activities.  Residents are asked to co-operate with each 
other. 



 
 

VENTURE OUT IS “GREEN” 
 

A Green Committee has been established by the Condo Board of Directors as a standing committee.  
 
Venture Out residents and staff work to recycle and keep our garbage costs down by using a variety of disposal 
containers that are emptied at different rates and in some cases rebate money is reimbursed back to Venture Out.  The 
following is a list of the various types of containers that are on site and their use.  Remember if the item can be 
recycled and is disposed of properly, it is NO COST to Venture Out to remove it. 
 
Brown Rolling Tip Carts  The tip carts are used by staff to collect the household garbage and should only contain 

standard household waste that is easily compacted.  No rocks, soil, construction debris, 
furniture or palm fronds are to be placed in these containers as they can damage the 
compactor. 

 
Blue Barrels   The City of Mesa provides blue barrels for recycling. These are kept in separate 

enclosures in the SE and SW corners of the property. 
 
Green & Yellow ABITI Paper recycling.  Venture Out earns income from all paper recycled.  Newspapers, 

magazines, junk mail and phone books pages (the Wood Shop volunteers will remove 
the backs) are accepted in these containers. 

 
Cardboard Containers/White Flattened cardboard boxes are placed in these containers and recycled by the City of 

Mesa. 
 
Green Waste Roll Off Located in the SW Hobby Center.  This container is for GREEN WASTE ONLY. This 

container is taken to a chipping facility by the City of Mesa. No palm fronds, no 
construction debris, rocks, junk of any kind can be placed in this container.  This is 
removed at a lower cost.  Contamination with other debris will ruin the load. 

 
Construction Roll Offs These large roll offs are placed on both the SW and SE corners.  These roll offs are 

used for large items, furniture, construction, debris dirt, rocks, etc.  When remodeling 
a unit, additional dump fees are required for the use of these containers as one tear 
down will fill the container and the cost to remove the roll off is several hundred 
dollars.  See the Administration office to pay this remodeling fee prior to 
commencement of construction. A permit will be issued to display in your vehicle 
when you are disposing large amounts of debris. 

 
Aluminum Cans  Cans are collected by the Mobile Nobles Shriner club and each year raises thousands 

of dollars for Shriner hospitals.  The Shriners’ collection center is located in the SE 
storage area next to the maintenance shop.  Barrels for cans are located throughout the 
property. Cans only in these containers please, no trash.  The Shriners accept other 
types of aluminum as well for recycling at their center. 

Staff picks up only normal household garbage.  Large amounts of landscaping or trash must be taken directly 
to either center by the residents. 



Recycling is making us green?  Not only are we cleaning the 
Environment, but also we are receiving MONEY for our recycling efforts 
 
It’s easy--- put a cardboard box in your shed or use a second wastebasket in 
your kitchen for recyclables and start collecting.  When it’s full, bring it down 
to the recycling bins and watch our MONEY grow.  This money will be used 
for the general fund to keep our association fees as low as possible.  Please post 
this inside your kitchen cupboard for easy reference.  Is there any reason not 
to recycle! 

CO‐MINGLED GREEN BINS 
  

Plastic bottles ‐‐ milk jugs, water bottles , frozen juice 
concentrate in plastic cans 

JUICE BOTTLES 

MUSTARD, KETCHUP BOTTLES 

VEGETABLE OIL BOTTLES 

LAUNDRY BOTTLES 

  

TIN 
  

VEGETABLE CANS 

SPICE CANS 

TUNA AND SOUP CANS 

PET FOOD CANS 

PIE PLATES 

ALUMINUM 
  

BEER & SODA CANS 

CLEAN ALUMINUM FOIL 

  

  
Basically this is for containers that stored liquids & not 
solid items.  No yogurt, cottage cheese, oleo, whipped 
topping containers, fast food containers, plastic liners 
from food boxes or disposable cups.  No bio‐hazardous 
items like car oil bottles.  We will NOT be using the 
numbered triangles as our guides to tell us what to 
recycle.  

  

  

 
      

GREEN & YELLOW  BINS  
PAPER RECYCLING 

NEWSPAPERS & INSERTS 

MAGAZINES 

CATALOGS 

PHONE BOOKS, PAPER BACK BOOKS 

WHITE & COLORED WRITING PAPER 

CLEAN PAPER BAGS 

COMPUTER PAPER 

DIRECT (JUNK) MAIL 

SHREDDED PAPER 

Place shredded paper in a tied plastic grocery bag.  
Then punch a hole in the bag to release the air.   

NO WRAPPING & TISSUE PAPER, CARBON PAPER, 
STICKY NOTES OR HARD BACK BOOKS 

  

CARDBOARD 
CORRUGATED CARDBOARD 

CEREAL BOXES 

DETERGENT BOXES 

SODA/BEER 6 & 12 PACK BOXES 

PAPER TOWEL & TOILET PAPER ROLLS 

DRY FOOD BOXES 

ASPIRIN BOXES 

  

Boxes must be broken down.  Large boxes from 
appliances must be cut up into smaller sizes so as not 
to plug the dumpsters.  Don't ass boxes with food 
waste on them (like pizza boxes). 



Citrus at Venture Out—a status report 
 

When people returned to the Park last fall, many were alarmed to discover their citrus trees were in noticeably rough 
shape.  Granted, there was no rain in the summer of 2009 and on some of the blocks there had been some difficulties 
with the new irrigation system, but the situation seemed serious enough that a study was authorized to see if there were 
some things that both the park and the owners could do to improve the health of our trees.  This was not a casual 
undertaking as there are nearly 2000 citrus trees in the park. Because of the circular layout of VO, the extreme diversity of 
individual lot treatments, and the variance in the amount of care received from different owners, each of those trees is 
subjected to different environments and different conditions.  Since September more than 500 trees have been evaluated, 
ten well-researched articles have been published in the Outlines, and a detailed “how to” report on growing citrus at 
Venture Out has been added to our website.  Hopefully, if you own a citrus tree, you have been able to put this 
information to use and improve the quality of your trees.  Nevertheless, just in case you missed all this and your citrus 
tree(s) look like Charlie Brown’s Christmas tree, here is a summary of what we have learned so far: 
 
Growing citrus trees in the Sonoran Desert can be problematic under even the best possible conditions.  Citrus are 
genetically predisposed to porous acidic soils and the temperate tropics of South Asia.  These two conditions are lacking 
in these parts.  There are, however, three things a citrus owner can do to help their tree(s) ward off the effects drought, 
alkaline irrigation water and soils, insect attack, bacterial and viral diseases, and minimal summer care. 
 
1. Increase the size of the irrigation basin to at least the width of the canopy of the tree; remove any black plastic, 
landscape  fabric, pavers or concrete from beneath the canopy of the tree, and loosen the soil within the new basin.  If you 
do nothing else, do this.  A huge majority of our Park’s trees have inadequate basins and compacted soils.  Inadequate 
basins create a plethora of problems. Feeder roots (the roots that extend to the edge of the canopy that actually absorb 
water) that are buried by concrete or plastic can’t get enough water to feed the tree regardless of how much water is 
squirted around the trunk.  Let me give you a very real example:  Commercial citrus growers in Mesa are on flood 
irrigation systems where water is applied to very well prepared and aerated soil. In the summer, those growers flood every 
ten days with each tree receiving about ten gallons per cycle, or 30 gallons per month.  By comparison, here at Venture 
Out in the summer, each mature citrus tree is equipped with 3 seven gallon/hr fan emitters.  The park waters for 2 hours 
twice a week, so each mature tree receives not 30 gallons per month, but a whopping 168 gallons per month.  This is 
almost SIX TIMES THE AMOUNT OF WATER provided to their trees by commercial growers.  And guess what?  Very 
little of that water gets to our trees because the basins are too small and the soil is compacted.  In reality, the vast majority 
of the Park irrigation water runs down the street and into the sewer. (see the attached photos) This is not without cost.  As 
our 13 year drought cycle relentlessly continues, the rate we collectively pay for our water rises equally relentlessly.  That 
increasing rate, by the way, applies equally to the water we waste because irrigation basins are too small.  This July, 
according to our SRP water bill, Venture Out used 1,073,000 gallons of irrigation water and over a third of those million 
plus gallons were applied to citrus trees.  Of the 336,000 gallons applied to citrus less than 20% was actually absorbed by 
the trees.  The other 80% overflowed the undersized basins and either pooled and evaporated on top of layers of black 
plastic or concrete, or it ran down the street—a total waste of over 268,000 gallons of water in a single month.  That 
means that over a five month summer irrigation season we squander approximately 1.34 million gallons of water and 
thousands of dollars in fees that then must be shared in our condo assessments!  
 

 .                      
 
 
So, why does the Park knowingly overwater?  The answer to this question involves a strange paradox.  Because our 
citrus basins are generally too small and the soil within those basins is usually compacted, the trees will not absorb a 



sufficient amount of water to survive unless an overly excessive amount of water is delivered.  If, for example, we were to 
cut back to the commercial growers water delivery rate of 30 gallons per month, trees with small basins and/or compacted 
soils would only absorb 6 of those 30 gallons—24 gallons per month less than they need in the summer. 
 
Water waste aside, there is another compelling reason to expand your basin(s) and improve the soil beneath the canopy 
of your tree(s).  Trees with inadequate basins with compacted soil are under greater stress than trees living in properly 
sized basins.  Citrus trees, as a species, are pretty tough. Stress, however, reduces that natural toughness and leaves 
them susceptible to both insect attacks and some nasty diseases.  Our citrus evaluation study, for example, discovered 
over 100 trees suffering from various viral and bacterial infections including Citrus Tristeza Virus and Phytophora 
Gummosis (see photos below).  Another 200 trees were dealing with serious insect attacks including brown citrus aphids, 
thrip, spider mites, and leaf miners. All of the aforementioned trees were located in basins that were too small for the size  
of the tree.  
 

                                    
 
2.  The second thing we learned from our study is that trees that have received the right amount of fertilizer are in a lot 
better shape than those that haven’t.  Citrus takes a lot of nitrogen.  A mature tree (over 5 years old) takes 1-2 pounds of 
actual nitrogen per year.  Since most fertilizers labeled “for citrus” contain 16-18% actual nitrogen, most of the park’s 
individual trees will need the entire contents of a 10 pound bag of citrus fertilizer every year, the best time to fertilize is 
January, but before you do anything, read the full article on fertilizer from this year’s Outlines.  Copies are available at the 
office.  Failure to fertilize can lead to leaf yellowing or spotting and increased susceptibility to disease and insects. 
 
3.   The final thing we learned is that proper pruning is the third key to a healthy tree.  Proper pruning consists mostly of 
keeping the tree clean, sucker free, and with good airflow through the canopy.  It is not specifically about shape and 
aesthetics, but those are usually extra benefits of a well-pruned tree.  Clean means getting rid of anything on or under the 
tree that is dead—dead limbs, dead leaf debris, fruit debris, large dead twigs, dead anything.  Insects and disease thrive 
on dead stuff, so get rid of it.  Suckers (the fast growing sprouty looking things that come up from the bottom of the tree) 
can be snipped off anytime.  Many of these suckers are coming from the root-stock and are not even the same variety as 
the upper part of the tree.  Good airflow helps fruit pollination and is achieved by cutting out crossing branches and those 
skinny green almost leafless branches that grow straight up from inside limbs that are referred to as “water spouts”.  
Heavy shaping of a tree is not a problem if done at the right time—late January in Mesa.  Never shape or prune heavily 
after a tree has blossomed and the new growth has started. You would be removing the tree’s ability to protect itself from 
the sun over the long hot summer. Also, don’t prune heavily when you return in the fall as it will make the tree susceptible 
to cold damage in December and early January.  
 
Copies of this article and all of the previous citrus articles are available at the administration office.   
 
Regards,  
 
Bill Robinson 
606 Boeing 
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 A. Administration /
  Resale / Rental Office
 B. Paddle Tennis
 BC. Batting Cages
BH. Bathhouse & Restrooms (1-8)
 C. Golf Driving Cages
 CW. Car Wash
 D. Laundry / Ceramics /
  Sewing / Overflow Parking
 E. Tennis Courts
 F. Putting Green
 FP. Fire Pits
 G. Horseshoe Pits 

 H. West Pool / Therapy
  Pools / Saunas
 I. Shuffleboard
 J. Croquet / Lawn Bowling
 K. East Pool / Therapy Pools /
  Saunas / Exercise
 L. Lawn Bowling
 M. Tennis Courts
 N. Electronics Building
 O. Wood / Rock / Handyman
 P. Silversmith
 Q. Stained Glass / Woodcarvers
 R. Guard House
 RV. RV Wash / Dump

 S. Community Center Annex /
  Activity Office
 T. Community Center
  1. Dining / Ballroom / Post Office
  2. East Patio
  3. Billiards / Roof Deck
  4. Main Entrance
  5. West Patio
 U. Oasis Building
 V. Bocce Ball
 W. Maintenance Building
 X. Veranda
 Y. Pet Walk
 Z. Recycling / Garbage
 911. 911/Emergency Equipment 

5001 E. Main
Mesa, AZ 85205-8008

480.832.0200 or 1.866.410.0114
www.VentureOutRVresort.com
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